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Commission Approves Eligibility List of Recovery Act Water Projects 
DENVER – Approximately 30 critical drinking water and wastewater improvement projects across 

Colorado are in the process of receiving more than $60 million in American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds and will begin construction by Sept. 30. 

These projects are among 87 proposals statewide that have been placed on a priority list for 

Recovery Act funding by the Water Quality Control Commission of the Colorado Department of 

Public Health and Environment. On Friday, the Colorado Water Resources and Power Development 

Authority Board considered Recovery Act credit loan approvals for potential applicants on the 

priority list. 

The projects will help utilities build water and wastewater treatment facilities and replace leaking 

pipes, which will save water and energy costs. At least 600 jobs are expected to be created as a result 

of the Recovery Act-funded work in Colorado.   

"The Recovery Act will create jobs and result in much-needed improvements to water and sewer 

systems across Colorado," said Gov. Bill Ritter.  "These projects are moving forward quickly and 

will benefit thousands of Coloradans, especially those living in small towns that don't have the 

means to pay for this work." 

The lists for both the drinking water and wastewater projects can be found on the Water Quality 

Control Commission's Web pages.  

 



• Drinking water ARRA priority fundable list: 

http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/op/wqcc/New/ARRA/DWRF_Append_K.pdf   

• Wastewater ARRA priority fundable list: 

http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/op/wqcc/New/ARRA/WPCRF_Append_J.pdf   

Before moving forward, project applicants must submit engineering plans to the state by June 30, 

and the state must give final approval by July 31. 

Colorado expects to receive $34.4 million in drinking water funds and $31.3 million in 

wastewater funds through the Recovery Act. The funds are distributed by the Environmental 

Protection Agency. The state Power Authority will give final approval of funds. 

The priority list includes more projects than can be funded. This has been done so that projects 

that fail to meet requirements can be passed over for the next proposals on the list that can obtain 

approval for construction. 

Of the total Recovery Act funds available in Colorado, 20 percent are to be used for "green" 

efficiency improvement projects for drinking water and wastewater (approximately $6.9 million in 

drinking water projects and $6.3 million in wastewater projects).  Applicants that have identified all 

or a portion of their project as a "green" project, may need to submit the green business case for such 

a project by June 15.  Each green business case must be approved by the division and EPA for the 

Recovery Act funding. 

Construction on each project must begin no later than Sept. 30, 2009.   

While these projects represent only a small percentage of Colorado's overall water and 

wastewater infrastructure needs, Steve Gunderson, director of the Water Quality Control Division, 

said, "Today is a good day for water quality and economic recovery in Colorado."  Gunderson 

expressed appreciation for division employees who worked nights and weekends to process the 

technical submittals and applications for this funding.  He also recognized the efforts of communities 

that have reacted quickly to submit the required documentation. 
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